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| thought | would provide some background on how the teams are selected. Basically
players in the A and A2 grades are graded on previous competition statistics. For ex-
ample in A grade the players are ranked from 1 to 24. (Six teams of four players).
Player number one will be put with players 12, 18 & 24. Player 2 will be put with 11,
17 & 23. The same applies for A2 grade but in this comp we have eight teams of four
players.

The B and B2 grades are graded though not to the extent of the higher two grades.
These teams are sometimes composed of fumily players or friends learning the game.
Players who excel in their grade are asked to move up so the level of competition is of
a similar standard. In some cases a handicap is awarded to a player who is strug-
gling to win or who maybe too good for the grade. There are no official guidelines but
basically if you are playing in B2 grade and you haven’t won more than 20% of your
rubbers then you can expect to be given a handicap.

When selecting the grades it is important for us to fill teams from the top down. This
means we select the A grade first, followed by A2, B and then B2. We are not always
sure who will be playing in the next competition until the lust moment so it is hard to
determine if vacancies exist. Sometimes you will be asked if you want to go up a
grade as we would prefer to keep players preferences in mind though unfortunately
we can’t always select sides based on player’s wishes.

For this competition we decided to relegate the hottom eight A Grade players back to
A2. There were a few reasons for this. One was to compress the talent in A Grade to
make it more competitive each week. The other was to give A2 players a chance to
make it into A Grade but they will need to have get better statistics than the players
coming back.

We try to make each of the four competitions as fair as possible but no system is per-
fect. If you have any issues regarding the competition structure or grading issues
please come and speak to me or any of the committee as we would rather be told up
front of any issves.

Martin Dorrough
Vice President / Recorder
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Competition 1 has finished and the winners are rejoicing while the rest of us are cry-
ing in our beer. The new teams have been chosen and we have started playing once more, getting
to know our team mates etc. How do we all feel? Confident of doing hetter this comp? or will we
turn up and do the same things and play the saume way we have for the last 2222 Comps. If you
have any information personal or otherwise you would like to share with your fellow competitors
then this is the forum to do so. My email address is on the back of the News Letter, just send me
anything you would like to see in the news letter which comes out monthly. Should you like to
contribute an article it can be published here. We don’t mind if it is not about Table Tennis but
we would prefer it to be. Have you got a suggestion to make then tell us about it.

Comp 2 is winding down, we should be getting ready for the Club Championships which will
begin the week after this comp finishes. The championships begin on Thursday 14 August 2008.
In regards to the Club Championships by now you will have received your invitation to play in
this event. This year you will notice that there is no entry fee which has been charged in previous
years. The committee feels that we should return something to our members and this is one way
to do that. They hope that by having free entry the numbers will be up on previous years

We will have one week for hit up and registration and Comp 3 starts on 11 September
2008. Presentation night will be on 11 December 2008.
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Almost forgotten the most important news (for me anyway)
and that is that WAL PERRY has accepted the position of PA-

Diétrict Table Tennis

TRON for this organisation . WAl is a past President and
committee member as well as a fine player. Lets make him
welcome when he visits.

| hear Adrian Player has given up riding motor cycles (or at
least for the time being) as he had a rather nasty fall some
weeks ago. He must have been feeling rather poorly that
night as | was able to beat him and that is not always the
case recently. If you look real hard you can see a reference to
Armstrong in the newspaper clip to the right, | am not sure of
the year probably around 1958 | would think but
ask John he will be able to tell you

l 2, 14-6.
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Results of the last two
rounds in the present com-
petition are as follows:

Thursday, 19th May:
Novices defeated The Tigers,
11 games to 9; Sea Breeze
?efeated Dazzlers 11 games
o 4.

For the Novices, J. Arm-
strong played well to win 4
singles, whilst R. Armstrong
won 3. For The Tigers, W,
Anderson won 3 singles,

Sea  Breeze were too
strong for Dazzlers and led|:
11 to 4 when the match was
called off due to the lateness
of the hour and the in-
hospitable weather. S. Gar-
side  was in - good form,
taking 4 singles, whilst K.
Lamp notched 3 singles.

Thursday, 26th May:

Bullions All Stars No. 1 de- |
feated The Tigers, 13-7; Sea|
Breeze defeated Bullions No.!

14

D Makepiece and R.
each won 3
just losing their
fourth by 2 points in both

cases. They played very con-

singles,

sistent table tennis_ with|

top. For the losers R. Ander-
son took 3 singles.

In the other game Peggy
Smith of Sea Breeze was in
good form playing harder
than is usually the case. She
notched 3 singles as did S.
Garside, and both pairs won
2 doubles each. Consistent
Allan Taylor notched three
singles matches for Bullions
No. 2. This player is one of
the best handicap players in
the competition, ~with a
defence like the proverbial
‘brick wall”.

Next week it is hoped tc
publish ‘detailed descriptions
of the games together with
the progressive points score,

— Topspin.

J
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I am appealing to our members who would like to help the writer in obtaining information about our LIFE MEM-
BERS. Quite a few of the have appeared in this space in previous editions. The Association would like those of you
who know STEFAN BJARNE, ERIC and LYNNE CARSWELL who were made LIFE MEMBERS in 2003 to sub-
mit to the committee a written piece about those members. Another one is MAX CARTER. All the LIFE MEM-
BERS just mentioned were involved with the club prior to my involvement. So if you would like to do the club a ser-
vice write something about them. If anybody else knows any LIFE MEMBERS who have not been mentioned in

previous editions please let me know. Paul Ardill editor
(1) Subject: Hypnotist @ senior citizens centre

It was entertainment night at the Senior Citizens Centre.

Claude the hypnotist exclaimed: 'I'm here to put you into a trance; | intend to hypnotize each and
every member of the audience.’

The excitement was almost electric as Claude withdrew a beavutiful antique pocket watch from his
coat 'l want you each to keep your eyes on this antique watch. It's a very special watch. It's been
in my family for six generations.’

He began to swing the watch gently back and forth while quietly chanting, Watch the watch,
watch the watch, watch the watch...'

The crowd became mesmerized as the watch swayed back and forth, light gleaming off its pol-
ished surface. Hundreds of pairs of eyes followed the swaying watch, until, suddenly, it slipped
from the hypnotist's fingers and fell to the floor, shattering into a hundred pieces.

'SHIT!' said the Hypnotist.

It took 3 days to clean up the Senior Centre

(2) The Bathtub Test

During a visit to the mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director how do you determine whether or
not a patient should be institutionalized.

"Well," said the Director, "we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a
bucket to the patient and ask him or her to empty the bathtub."

"Oh, | understand,” said the visitor. "A normal person would use the bucket because it's bigger

than the spoon or the teacup.”

"No." said the Director, "A normal person would pull the plug. Do you want a bed near the
window?"
ARE YOU GOING TO PASS THIS ON, OR DO YOU WANT THE BED NEXT TO MINE ?
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Washington Ave
Niagara Park CCTTA is the organization that promotes table tennis on the Central Coast and their
P.O. Box 9035 domain ranges from The Hawkesbury River to Newcastle. We have players in 4 grades
Wyoming 2250 A, A2, B, and B2. ranging from 8-10 teams per grade and 3-4 players per team. We are
growing year by year as this comp. we will have over 120 players. After the NSW
Feedback to Country Championships we had an influx of 25 new players plus a couple of older
Paul Ardill: Editor players returning to the fold. Our aim is to increase this number as we grow
Phone: (02) 4324 7104
E-mail: pardill@optusnet.com.au
Promoting Table Tennis .
o?] the Tribal Path
Shops, 103, 104 & 105
Central Coast >

Gosford Town Centre

We are on the web - - = _an X . "o
SluerSilersiluer HEaursiGounRyGhamionsins

Silver, Silver, Silver @ Bathurst Country Championships 7th, 8th & 9th June

The association was represented by two teams. Phil Lean, Tim Wark and Toby Genet in Division 2 and Steve Jen-
kins, Kristy Wigg, Peter Bradley and Martin Dorrough in Division 4. Our northern cousins from Newcastle also
accommodated Andrew Couper in Division 2 with Naseema Badat, Steve Collard and Richard Genet also in Divi-
sion 2. The venue was the historic St Stanislaus College at Bathurst with twenty one tables were setup in the
schools modern recreation hall. Our Division 4 team came away with the silver (2nd ). In the individual events
Naseema and Tim won the silver in the over 40's singles and Junior singles respectfully.

The highlight of the event for me was the presence of the Olympic men's players William Henzel and David Salz-
berg. Mid afternoon on the Saturday they were offering 5 minute lessons for $5. Unfortunately William Henzel
hurt his back during this and couldn't play in the exhibition match scheduled that night. It was coincidental that
William's injury occurred just after having a hit with Peter Bradley, purely coincidental Pete. William managed to
have some physio and returned to the exhibition to make a great contribution with the microphone whilst David
Salzberg had a great match with Michelle Beaumont. Michelle had just been named in the Australian women's
team and the spectators were provided with a very high level game.

All in all we had a good time even though we had to "warm up" hefore every game. No decision on us holding
future championships at the Central Coast next Easter was made and this will be resolved later in the year.

Martin Dorrough

| Peter Bradley and William
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